SPRING | Air
Weather: What Do You Feel?
Summary:
Plants react differently to different kinds of weather conditions: hot, cold, wet, and dry. Tiny gardeners will explore the sensory
aspects of weather. They will experience what it is like to be a plant under different weather conditions and build vocabulary that
will help them express what they are feeling.

Before Visiting the Garden:
Gather: A warm jacket, ice cubes or ice pack, a watering can, and sandpaper
Explore: “Tiger in a Tropical Storm” by Henri Rousseau—How do you think the tiger feels? Is he dry? Is he wet? What are the
plants doing?
Read: Little Cloud by Eric Carle

In the Garden:
The first step to creating a meteorologist begins by looking. Today, we’re going to observe current weather patterns and create
different weather conditions with some easy to find objects. As you move around the garden, talk to your tiny gardener about what
he or she is feeling using descriptive words like hot, cold, dry, and wet when describing what you feel.

Questions to Explore:
• Can you imagine what plants might do in different weather conditions? Curl up? Open their leaves?
• How do you think plants feel in the rain? In the sun?
• What does it feel like to be hot? Cold? Wet? Dry?

Activity:
1. Gather the materials you brought and find a spot for your gardener to pretend to be a plant.
2. Have your gardener wear the warm jacket. How does it feel? How might a plant with the hot sun beaming down on it feel?
3. Have your gardener hold the ice cubes. How does this feel? How might a plant feel on a cold day?
4. Continue these observations and comparisons using the watering can to simulate a rainy day and the sandpaper to simulate
a dry day.
A first step to gardening is also looking! Allow your tiny gardener to practice some descriptive vocabulary by having him or her
describe to you what the weather feels like today in the garden. Based on the observations about how your tiny gardener felt as a
plant, ask him or her how the plants in the garden might be feeling today (for example, if the sun is out and it is warm, he or she
might compare that to the feeling of being in the jacket).

Beyond the Garden | Weather Everywhere!
• Continue to practice new vocabulary words, comparisons, and observations by feeling the plants in your own garden, the grass
at the park, and trees all around town.
• Give your tiny gardener the opportunity to talk about what the weather feels like throughout the week using his or her describing
words and talk about what these different plants feel like each day throughout the week.
• You can start a weather journal and draw pictures of the weather throughout the week.

Continue Exploring | Supporting Materials
Weather for Kids: http://www.weatherwizkids.com/
Sensory Clouds: Squirt some shaving cream onto a washable surface, drip a few drops of liquid watercolors onto the clouds, run
your fingers through the clouds and enjoy! Make swirls and storms. You can add different tools for moving the cream around
such as plastic animals—maybe recreate the Rousseau painting?
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